Euterpe oleracea. This chapter addresses the question as to the conditions under which such a partnership is able to produce these products in an ecologically sustainable, economically feasible and socially equitable manner. The chapter is based on a desk-top feasibility study on commercial NTFPs of the Guiana Shield carried out for the GSI in 2002 (van Andel et al. 2003 , additional literature and information from the internet and the Brazilian company in question, earlier field research on palm heart harvesting in Northwest Guyana (van Andel et al. 1998 ) and personal comments from NTFP experts active in the Guiana Shield. After a brief description of the partnership, this chapter deals with the nature and economic importance of E. oleracea products. Next, attention is paid to conventional exploitation techniques and how Euterpe can be managed sustainably. The last part of this chapter discusses the actions to be taken, barriers to be overcome and research to be carried out to ensure that açaí and palm heart are produced on a sustainable basis.
Partnering for Certified NTFP Production in the Brazilian Amazon
On Marajó Island in the Amazon Delta, the canning company Muaná Alimentos Ltd. entered into a partnership with a labour cooperative for the sustainable management of 4,000 hectares of Euterpe swamp. The firm also deals with riverside communities outside this area for the purchase of palm hearts and açaí on a sustainable and socially equitable basis. In 2000, the company produced 540 tonnes of palm heart with a value of US$ 4 million. In the same year, seven tonnes of frozen and sweetened açaí pulp were exported to the US (Buia 2001). After meeting the numerous preconditions resulting from the first assessment of the Smartwood NTFP guidelines in 1999, the Brazilian certifier Instituto de Manejo e Certificação Florestal e Agrícola (IMAFLORA; Institute for Forest and Agricultural Management and Certification) and the Smartwood network of the Rainforest Alliance certified the company's Euterpe forests in 2000. Muaná Alimentos is the first company in South America to sell non-timber forest products with an FSC forest management certificate. The certified products were first launched onto the domestic market, after which the first six tonnes of frozen fruit pulp were shipped to the US in 2000. Muaná Alimentos now profitably exports its product to Europe. The Brazilian Terra Capital fund, which directs money from the World
